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nder the theme “Shaping the Future of Oral Health”, the 
Scientific Committee has planned a series of excellent 

scientific programme for general dentists and specialists covering 
all major topics in dentistry to be presented by world-reputed 
experts. To reciprocate members’ unfailing support, 4 cash 
coupons valued at HK$500 each, totaling HK$2,000, for making 
purchase at the exhibition venue will be offered to all those 
members who renew their HKDA membership and register for 

HKIDEAS 2015 under the category of “Dentist” with payment before 15 April 2015.

Please mark your diary for this not-to-be-missed congress. Please also be 
reminded that the early bird rate of HK$2,000 will be valid up till 15 May 
2015 (the standard and on-site registration fees are HK$2,500 and HK$3,000 
respectively). To enjoy the dual benefits of HK$2,000 coupons as well as 
the early bird registration rate, you are highly recommended to act with 
payment before 15 April 2015 as we announced in our circular dated 20 March 
2014. For further details about the HKIDEAS 2015, please visit the congress 
website: www.hkideas.org

Updates on Community Care Fund (CCF) Elderly 
Dental Assistance Programme (the Programme)
With the Community Care Dentists/Dental Clinics and NGOs’ support and 
participation in the Programme since its rolling out in end-September 2012, 1,203 
elders out of 1,400 applicants who have been referred to receive dental services 
under the Programme have had their dental treatment completed and amongst 
whom 1,025 beneficiaries have received denture services. 

In December 2014, the Commission on Poverty agreed to progressively expand 
the target beneficiaries of the Programme to Old Age Living Allowance recipients, 
firstly to those who are aged 80 or above (involving some 130 000 elderly 
persons) and subsequently to elders under other age groups, depending on the 
implementation progress of the Programme and the overall situation. The expanded 
Programme is preliminarily set to be a three-year one to subsidise the needy elders 
for dentures and other related dental services. The scope and level of subsidy of 
the expanded Programme will be similar to that under the existing Programme.  In 
preparing for accepting applications in the second half of 2015, preparatory work 
by our Association as the Implementing Agency is in full swing.  The Chief Executive 
has also announced the expansion of the Programme in the 2015 Policy Address.

In view of the 130 000 elders in addition to the current target beneficiaries of the 
home-based services users, we are inviting NGOs and their elderly centres which 
are distributed throughout 18 districts to participate in the expanded Programme 
to assist in screening and referring eligible elders.  Further to the meeting sessions 
with NGOs in June and October 2014 as reported previously, we have organised 
another briefing session in end-February 2015 with more than 100 representatives 
from 52 NGOs attended. Helpful opinions and positive response have been 
received from the NGOs.

Support from our dental colleagues is equally important. Your proactive 
participation by becoming a caring dentist under the Programme is crucial in 
making the Programme a success. Based on some preliminary statistical data 
analysis, we observe the comparatively shortfall in service supply under the 
programme in certain districts such as Southern District, Wong Tai Sin, Kwai Tsing, 
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Sha Tin and North District. Subject to the enrolment status, we may consider carrying out more 
focusing promulgation work. To share more updates on the current and expanded Programme with 
dentists and to enhance their knowledge about the correlation between medical conditions and 
oral health, we are organising a lecture cum briefing on the existing and expanded Programme on 
19 April 2015. We are honoured to have invited Dr. Donald Li, SBS, JP, the President of the Hong Kong 
Academy of Medicine, to deliver a lecture on “Medical Conditions and Oral Health” on the same 
occasion.  The workflow and guidelines of the expanded Programme as well as the invitation to the 
briefing and lecture were issued to dentists.

In line with the expansion of the Programme, the Programme Office under our Association will be 
expanding for the efficient preparation for the expanded Programme and its smooth implementation.  

Expansion of the Programme is not possible without dentists’ support and participation, may I 
eagerly and sincerely urge you to join us as the Community Care Dentist to help those in need but 
cannot afford dentures in the community. Please contact our Office for the Community Care Fund 
Elderly Dental Assistance Programme at 2525 8198 for more information and enrolment.


