President's Message ERE5

The Hong Kong International Dental Expo and

Symposium (HKIDEAS) 2014

he HKIDEAS 2014 themed “Commitment to Excellence” has

again successfully synthesized our goals of offering an ideal
platform for exchange of expertise with a host of highly renowned
speakers in the dental field and demonstrating advanced dental
technology and innovations. The Conference held from 22 to 24
August 2014 at Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre
brought together 3,500 dental professionals from 30 countries and
places under one roof for a constructive exchange of innovative

ideas conducive to the growth of dentistry.

We were honoured to have invited the Honorable Mr.
Leung Chun-ying, GBM, GBS, JP, the Chief Executive of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, as our
Guest of Honour to inaugurate the Conference with
other officiating guests including Dr. the Honorable
Ko Wing-man, BBS, JP, Secretary for Food and Health,
Mr. Richard Yuen, JP, Permanent Secretary for Food
& Health (Health), Dr. Constance Chan, JP, Director
of Health and various local and overseas leaders in
dentistry. In expressing appreciation to the 13 NGOs

participating in the “Pilot Project on Outreach Primary Dental Care Services for
the Elderly in Residential Care Homes and Day Care Centres” (Fi5 & H &2 H
OREEBRIRIMNERRKSE5TE), the Chief Executive presented Certificate of
Appreciation to representative of each of the participating NGOs. We applaud the
Government’s determination of bridging the dental service gap by converting
this free outreach primary dental care services for the elderly from a pilot

programme to a regular one within this year.

As the Chief Executive mentioned, Hong Kong
is a “super-connector between the rest of China
and the rest of the world”. It is a perfect place
to showcase new inventions and innovative
dental products and services. He encouraged all
manufacturers and suppliers to make good use of
.3 HKIDEAS to promote and showcase their products
and leverage Hong Kong's well-established edge
as a launch pad to the Mainland of China.

A conjoint funding
was newly set up by
Chinese Stomatological
Association and Hong
Kong Dental Association
after the signing
ceremony held at the
grand opening. The
resources will be mainly

used to encourage our mainland colleagues to participate in international dental
conferences and Continuing Professional Development activities.
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Ageing population will pose the world many challenges ahead, but
at the same time we can come up with more solutions through close
collaboration. The inaugural Cross-Strait Forum on Dental Service for
the Elderly (3 —EmMENMKRE TR E#18) on 24 August is another
milestone that worth mentioning. We hope the partnership can be
. . cemented through regular meetings between leading dental associations
E-EmENitEETH from the Mainland China, Taiwan, Macau and Hong Kong. Through
SENESEES sharing of valuable experier_lce, we can see how positive attri]putes can
be merged to meet respective dental service needs. At the inaugural
forum, we reaffirmed our commitment by signing a cooperation Charter. We pledge to continue
attaching importance to promote oral health of the elderly by giving advice on the development of

long-term strategy, and exploring ways to facilitate better utilization of community resources.

To show our gratitude towards the contribution of our Advisors of
HKIDEAS 2014, we were honored to have invited Dr Ko, the Secretary for
Food and Health, to present souvenirs to them at the dinner reception.
The occasion serves as an ideal platform for our local and overseas dental
colleagues as well as guests from National Dental Associations to foster
fraternity and build stronger collaboration ties.

I take this opportunity to recognize the contribution of the entire
Organizing Committee for their efforts in making the event a success.

Updates on Community Care Fund (CCF) Elderly Dental

Assistance Programme (the Programme)

With the support and assistance from the participating NGOs and Community Care Dentists/
Dental Clinics, more than 1,200 elders have been referred to receive dental services under the
Programme, out of which around 970 elders have their dentures and/or other necessary dental
services completed.

Further to the adjustments to the eligibility criteria of the Programme endorsed by the Commission
on Poverty in mid June this year (extending the cut-off date of using the home-based services
from 31 December 2012 to 31 December 2013 and including users of the Home Help Service
under the Programme), the CCF Task Force is considering to expand the target beneficiaries
of the Programme and benefit more persons who have financial difficulties and do not receive
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance, taking into account the progress of the implementation
and the experience gained, as well as factors such as the number of participating dentists.

In view of the proposed expansion, our Association had organized a sounding out session for NGOs
operating the District Elderly Community Centres and/or Neighbourhood Elderly Centres and/
or Social Centres for the Elderly on 25 June 2014 to gather their initial views on their participation
in the expanded Programme and the proposed scope of services to be provided by them. In the
presence of Dr Law Chi Kwong, GBS, JP, Chairperson of the CCF Task Force, representatives from
the Food and Health Bureau, Home Affairs Bureau and Social Welfare Department and I myself, 73
representatives from 42 NGOs attended the event and shared their views and concerns.

We were most pleased to have invited Mr. Richard Yuen, JP, Permanent Secretary for Food & Health
(Health), as our honorable guest of a briefing session on 22 August 2014, immediate after the Opening
Ceremony of the HKIDEAS 2014, targeting NGOs participating in the Pilot Project on Outreach
Primary Dental Care Services for the Elderly in Residential Care Homes and Day Care Centres (the
Pilot Project). During the briefing session, Mr Yuen gave a brief account on the dental policy of the
government including the Pilot Project and the CCF Elderly Dental Assistance Programme.

Whilst the role of NGOs is essential to the Programme, implementation of the current and
expanded Programme is not possible without your support and participation. We sincerely invite
more dental practitioners and dental clinics to enroll in the Programme as Community Care
Dentists/Dental Clinics to show our care to the community. Please contact our Office for the CCF
Elderly Dental Assistance Programme at 2525 8198 for more information.
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