President's Message ERE5

Consultation on the Methods for Selecting the
Chief Executive in 2017 and for Forming the
Legislative Council in 2016

he HKSAR Government has published a consultation

document to collate public views on how the ultimate aims
of electing the Chief Executive and all the Members of LegCo by
universal suffrage can be attained.

The main emphasis of our submission will be on the composition
of the future nominating committee because the 30 seats of the

Medical subsector in the current Election Committee are in fact dominated by
the medical practitioners under the existing mechanism. The role that the dental
sector plays in Hong Kong’s healthcare system is increasingly important. Taking
this into account, we opine the dental profession should be given the substantial
right to engage in the electoral system.

As clearly stipulated in Article 45 of the Basic Law, “The method for selecting
the Chief Executive shall be specified in the light of the actual situation in the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and in accordance with the principle
of gradual and orderly progress. The ultimate aim is the selection of the Chief
Executive by universal suffrage upon nomination by a broadly representative
nominating committee in accordance with democratic procedures.” We propose
the Government allocating certain number of seats from the existing 30 seats
of the Medical subsector to the dental profession, based on the proportion of
the number of dental practitioners to that of medical practitioners. We consider
this a viable option for achieving a balanced participation and a broadly
representative nominating committee. By doing so, our sector will be genuinely
accountable to both the public and the profession itself.

We endeavour to take part in making progress for Hong Kong democratic
development.

Pilot Project on Dental Service for Patients with
Intellectual Disability - Loving Smiles Service

The Government has reserved $20 million for the implementation of the Pilot
Project on Dental Service for Patients with Intellectual Disability titled “Loving
Smiles Service” by HKDA and Hong Kong Special Care Dentistry Association,
commencing from August 2013. A press conference was also held on 15 Mar 2014
to update the community about the progress of the project. It is expected that the
project can benefit around 1,600 patients with moderate or severe intellectual
disability. Since its implementation, a total of 215 patients were referred for
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receiving dental check up or treatment under intravenous sedation or general anesthesia in a
hospital setting with adequate medical support, according to individual conditions. For more
details, please refer to our report on pg.19.

Updates on Community Care Fund (CCF) Elderly Dental
Assistance Programme

Our Association has been supportive of the CCF Elderly Dental Assistance Programme by acting
as its Implementing Agency. The Programme has been rolled out for nineteen months since
September 2012. As at end of March 2014, more than 1,000 eligible elders have been successfully
referred to participating dentists/dental clinics for dental services under the Programme, with
over 800 elders having their dental treatments completed and over 700 elders having received
their dentures.

As stipulated in the 2014 Policy Address, the CCF Task Force is actively considering expanding the
scope of the Programme to benefit more elderly people with financial difficulties. Moreover, the
HKSAR Government plans to convert the “Pilot Project on Outreach Primary Dental Care Services
for the Elderly in Residential Care Homes and Day Care Centres” into a regular dental care
programme for elders in residential care homes and similar facilities.

To cope with the aforesaid development, our Association will organize more lectures on elderly
dental care for the profession in future. At the same time, briefing sessions about the Programme
will be held to keep the profession abreast of the Programme development from time to time.
We sincerely hope that more dental practitioners and dental clinics will enroll in the Programme
as Community Care Dentists/Dental Clinics. Please contact our Office for CCF Elderly Dental
Assistance Programme for more information.

South China Dental Expo 2014

[ am pleased to share with you that the “Symposium Presented by Dental Experts from Hong Kong
held during the South China Dental Expo on 6 March 2014 has received overwhelming response.
My sincere thanks and appreciation goes to Prof. Jin Lijian, Associate Dean, Faculty of Dentistry, the
University of Hong Kong and Dr. Zhang Chengfei, Clinical Associate Professor in Endodontics in
delivering such impressive and enlightened lectures.
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