President's Message ERE{#

Sigmund Leung FEE

U pon the commencement of my fourth presidency and the inauguration

of the new HKDA Council, | would like to first give my sincere thanks
to all HKDA members for their unfailing support and trust. Inevitably it has
been a great honour for the Council and | to serve the profession and we
shall spare no pains o strive for the benefits of the profession and sustain
the development of the Association.

In Pursuit of Lifelong Professional Advancement

In view of the fast changing technological innovations, the Association fully recognizes
the need for dental practitioners to pursue continuing development of their professional
competence in order fo give patients the best possible care. In this regard, the Association
has been very supportive of the “Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Programme for
Practising Dentists” and has acted as an accredited CPD Programme Provider, Accreditor and

Administrator since July 2002.

Over the years, HKDA has made huge efforts in organizing and coordinating continuing
education courses and activities such as Monthly Scientific Meetings, Membership in General
Dentistry Training Programme, and MPS/DPL Risk Management training workshops. To
foster international knowledge exchange, HKDA also staged large-scale dental congresses
and exhibitions in recent years including the Hong Kong International Dental Expo And
Symposium, the Asia Pacific Dental Congress and the FDI World Dental Congress.

Professional knowledge and clinical skills are critical elements of dental practice. VWe should
seize every learning opportunity to acquire the most upto-date knowledge and advanced
skills. The current CPD cycle defermined by The Dental Council of Hong Kong (DCHK) will
soon complete by end of this year. | keenly look forward to greater participation of dental
professionals in the next CPD cycle.

Updates on Community Care Fund (CCF) Elderly Dental
Assistance Programme

Our sfrong advocacy of continuing professional development in a way reflects our vision
fo serve the community with the best practice of dentisiry. Toking info consideration elderly
people's dental needs, HKDA has implemented with great zeal the CCF Elderly Dental
Assistance Programme which was rolled out in September 2012. The Programme has run for
more than a year. As at end of November 2013, more than 910 eligible elders have been
successfully referred fo receive denfal services under the Programme, with over 650 elders
having their dental freatments completed and over 550 elders having received their dentures.
Since the implementation of the Programme, the maximum subsidy for dental treatments for
each beneficiary (i.e. the dental fees for participating dentists and dental clinics) have also
been reviewed and adjusted. We hope that more counterparts will render their support by
enrolling in the Programme as Community Care Dentists/Dental Clinics so that more needy
elders can benefit from the Programme.

Renewal of Annual Practising Certificate
As we are approaching year 2014, allow me to remind those who have not yet applied for
the renewal of their practising certificate for 2014 o take action immediately. Please submit
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the application form together with the renewal fee to the DCHK. Those who have selected to setile the renewal

fee by autopay are also required to return the completed form to the DCHK by fax or by post by 31 December
2013.

Please note that DCHK will not issue reminders to dentists about their renewal of practising certificate; and the
name of those dentists who fail to obtain or renew their practising certificate after 1 July of that year will be
placed before the DCHK for its consideration for removal from the General Register.
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