President's Message ERE{#

E very one of us has
different memories
of the past year. At the
beginning of the New
Year of the Snake, | wish
you all good health,

happiness and success.

Importance of Continuing

Professional Development
Hong Kong is rapidly transforming itself
info a knowledge-based economy. Different
sectors have embraced lifelong learning
not only as a way of self-advancement, but
also as a necessary part of life. Over the
years, Hong Kong Dental Association has
been advocating lifelong learning through
organizing various kinds of continuing
education programmes, including Monthly
Meetings, Membership in General Dentfistry
(MGD) Training Programme, lectures and
workshops on medical emergency skills,
MPS/DPL Risk Management training
workshops; as well as large scale
congresses such as Hong Kong International
Dental Expo And Symposium (HKIDEAS),
Asia Pacific Dental Congress and FDI
Annual World Dental Congress. Hong
Kong has a unique position with strong
connectivity built with the rest of the world.
Here we provide our dental colleagues
with vibrant platforms to meet experts and
pioneers of various denfal fields and share
innovative ideas, explore potential of new
advances in dental technology. To sharpen
our competitive edge, dental colleagues are
strongly recommended fo make good use of
these ample and invaluable opportunities to
further advance our professional knowledge,
skills and expertise.

Meanwhile, we anticipate it will be more
difficult for us to maintain a surplus position
for the financial year ended 2012 as we
have not yet received any reimbursement
from FDI World Dental Federation for the
considerable amount that the Association
prepaid for the Centennial FDI Annual World
Dental Congress 2012. Nevertheless, |

assure our members that the Council has not
changed its longstanding policy of rendering
strong support for the promotion of continuing
education, while upholding our prudent and
disciplined approach in money spending.

Updates of Community
Care Fund Elderly Dental

Assistance Programme

Since the Community Care Fund Elderly
Dental Assistance Programme launched in
late September, 420 dentists and 46 NGO
dental clinics under the Comprehensive
Social Security Assistance [CSSA| Scheme or
under NGOs participating in the Pilot Project
on Outreach Primary Dental Care Services
for the Elderly in Residential Care Homes
and Day Care Centres have participated
in the Programme, forming 419 service
points distributed in 18 districts. More than
370 elders have been referred for the
dental services under the Programme out
of which over 320 have attended their first
consultations. Amongst the applications, 40
more cases have completed and more than
70% of those cases involve dentures.

To highlight the points worth noting and
the frequently asked questions, a sharing
session for NGOs was held on 16
November. 36 attendees representing 20
participating NGOs as well as two non-
participating NGOs attended the event.
During the sharing session, fronfline social
workers and related staff shared their
insights in screening, referral and providing
accompanying service at the programme.

As the success of the programme relies on
your support, | strongly encourage those
who have not enrolled in the Programme to
offer a helping hand. All registered dentists
who have or have not enrolled in the
programme are kindly invited fo parficipate
in the briefing session cum lecture for dentists
scheduled to be held in March this year fo
keep yourself updated with the key poinfs
to note for dentists joining the Programme.
Some participating dentists will be invited
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to share experience in providing services under the
Programme. Details will be announced in due course.

Awards to Article Contributors of

Leisure Corner

As you may be aware, since the introduction of the
Leisure Corner in our Newsletter in 2008, a number
of members have shared their areas of interests
or fravelling experience through this column. To
reciprocate members’ enthusiastic support, | am thrilled
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fo announce that sfarting from the next issue, successful
contributors of the Leisure Corner will be offered a
Continuing Education Coupon valued at HK$500 for
each page of published arficle (maximum 2 pages| as
a token of appreciation. We sincerely invite members
fo grasp this golden opportunity to receive continuing
education for free. Interested members are welcome
fo submit your article in not more than 1,000 words,
preferably with some related photos to Ms Anna VWu
of the HKDA Secrefariat (anna.wu@hkda.org).
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