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(Advertisement)

e are proud to 
announce that 

the 100th FDI AWDC was 
successfully hosted at the 
Hong Kong Convention 
and Exhibition Centre 
( H K C E C )  f r o m  2 9 
August to 1 September 

2012. Around ten thousand den ta l 
professionals from more than 100 countries 
were brought under one roof for intensive 
knowledge exchange and networking at 
this four-day event. With the support from 
over 200 exhibitors, a large-scale trade 
exhibition, comprising about 400 booths, 
was concurrently held during the Congress 
period.

On 29 September evening, a Welcome 
Ceremony took place in front of a full house 
at the Grand Hall of HKCEC. We were 
particularly privileged to have the presence 
of key government officials to officiate 
at the Welcome Ceremony including 
the Hon Mr C Y Leung, GBM, GBS, JP, 
Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region (HKSAR); Prof Chen 
Zhu, Minister of Health of the People's 
Republic of China (PRC); and Dr the Hon 
Ko Wing-man, BBS, JP, Secretary for Food 
and Health. The video message delivered 
by Dr Margaret Chan, Director-General, 
World Health Organization, further added 
significance to the event. In recognition of 
China’s remarkable contribution to “leading 
the world to optimal oral health”, the FDI 
World Dental Federation had presented its 
first World Oral Health Recognition Award 
to Prof Chen Zhu and we were honored to 
witness this glorious moment.

To fos te r  profess ional  deve lopment , 
the Congress had featured a scientific 
programme with more than 60 renowned 
local and overseas experts presenting a 
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The 2012 FDI Annual World 
Dental Congress (AWDC) 
Brought to a Successful Close

wide range of topics that addressed the 
major concerns of dental practitioners today.  
Equally impressive was the lecture delivered 
by our special guest speaker, Dr Kong Ling-
zhi, Deputy Director-General, Department of 
Diseases Prevention and Control, Ministry of 
Health, on the latest oral health development 
in China.

I deeply appreciate the devoted efforts 
of the Local Organizing Committee and 
the immense suppor t from the HKSAR 
Government and the Ministry of Health. My 
heartfelt thanks also go to the Office of the 
Commission of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the PRC for their invaluable advice for 
our bid for the Congress; the Liaison Office 
of the Central People's Government in the 
HKSAR for their assistance in lining up our 
meetings with Mainland officials to solicit 
their support for the event; Prof Wang Xing, 
President of the Chinese Stomatological 
Association, for being the Co-Chairman 
of the Local Organizing Committee and 
advising on the promotional strategies for 
Mainland colleagues; and our close partner, 
the Hong Kong Tourism Board, for their 
unfailing support since we bid for the right to 
host the event.

C o m m u n i t y  C a r e  F u n d 
Elderly Dental Assistance 
P r o g r a m m e  O f f i c i a l l y 
Launched
After months of preparation, the Community 
Care Fund Elder ly Dental Assis tance 
Programme has finally commenced in late 
September. Up till now, a total of 222 
dentists and 37 dental clinics under the 
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance 
Scheme or under NGOs participating in 
the Pilot Project on Outreach Primary Dental 
Care Services for the Elderly in Residential 
Care Homes and Day Care Centres have 
registered to participate in the Programme. 

To give participating dentists a better 
understanding of their on-going duties in 
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the Programme and the detailed workflow, a briefing 
session was held on 17 September 2012, during 
which Dr Frankie So, a specialist in Community 
Dentistry, had shared with the participants some tips 
on the oral health care needs of the elderly.

Subsequently, another briefing session was held 
on 20 September 2012 for frontline staff of the 
participating NGOs that will provide related services 
for the eligible elderly including initial screening for 
interested applicants, referring them to participating 
dentists/dental clinics for necessary dental services 
and providing accompanying ser vice where 
necessary. The briefing session was well attended by 
70 representatives from the participating NGOs. They 
were fully briefed on the guidelines and their questions 
and concern were addressed.

We count on your support to make the Programme 
a success and sincerely look forward to your prompt 
action in response to our invitation. You will definitely 
find it a rewarding experience in being a Community 
Care Dentist.
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he Community Care Fund (“CCF”) approved the 
allocation of funding to implement an assistance 

programme to subsidize needy elderly people with 
low income for dentures and other necessary dental 
services.

The Government of  the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of 
China, as represented by the Secretary for Food and 
Health, has engaged HKDA as the Implementing 
Agency to assist in implementing the programme, 
being known as the “Community Care Fund Elderly 
Dental Assistance Programme” (“the Programme”).

$100 million has been earmarked for the Programme, 
which is expected to benefit about 10,300 elderly 
people. Each beneficiary of the Programme is entitled 
to receive a maximum subsidy of $9,240 (including 
$7,730 for dentures, $1,005 for other dental 
services, $55 for registration and dental check-up, 
and a designated fee of $450 for NGOs’ provision 
of accompanying service under the Programme, which 
will be adjusted in accordance with the adjustments 
of the dental grant under the Comprehensive Social 
Security Assistance (“CSSA” Scheme).

The target beneficiaries must satisfy the following 
conditions:
(a)	be aged 60 or above and not be recipients of 

CSSA;
(b)	have been users of the “Integrated Home Care 

Services” (“IHCS”) or “Enhanced Home and 
Community Care Services” (“EHCCS”) subvented 
by the Social Welfare Department (“SWD”) as at 
31 December 2011, and be paying Level 1 or 
Level 2 fee charge of the IHCS or EHCCS when 
applying for the assistance under the Programme;

(c)	 have lost all or some of their teeth or suffer from 
dental illness and encounter difficulties in eating or 

By Dr. Foo Tai Chuen, Ernest

Community Care Fund Elderly Dental 
Assistance Programme
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chewing; and be willing to accept the subsidy and 
dental services provided by the CCF; and

(d)	be in need of and suitable to have their teeth 
replaced with dentures and receive other 
necessary dental services in the views of (i) the 
NGOs operating the IHCS or EHCCS; and (ii) the 
dentists participating in the Programme, based on 
the assessment guidelines to be drawn up by the 
Implementing Agency, ie HKDA.

A working group comprising all members of HKDA 
Council and Task Force on Primary Dental Care was 
formed last November to work on this special project.  
In May 2012, the HKDA Office for Community Care 
Fund Elderly Dental Assistance Programme (“Office for 
the CCF Programme”) was established to carry out the 
implementation of the Programme. 4 staffs have been 
recruited to form the Implementing Team. With the 
leadership of Ms. Priscilla  To, the Project Manager, 
the preparatory work for the implementation of the 
Programme has been in full swing. The workflow is 
formulated and assessment guidelines drawn.

The frontline staff of NGOs operating IHCS and/or 
EHCCS shall conduct preliminary assessment on the 
need of elders for dentures and refer the suitable 
elders to dentists/dental clinics participating in the 
Programme; and dentists/dental clinics participating 
in the Programme will assess whether the elders 
referred by NGOs are suitable to have their teeth 
replaced with denture and receive other necessary 
dental services.

At CCF office
Back row: (Left) Ms. Ada Wong, Accounting Officer, 

Ms. Carmen Lee, Project Officer
Front row: Ms. Priscilla To, Project Manager
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On 28 June, a briefing session was held for NGOs 
and their teams that provide the IHCS and EHCCS 
to give them an overview on the workflow and 
guidelines on their service in the initial screening 
and referral of eligible beneficiaries. The session 
was well attended by more than 80 NGO workers, 
representing all the 28 NGOs which operate the 
IHCS and EHCCS. Helpful opinions have been 
gathered to fine tune the operational procedure.

In the middle of June, letters were issued to all 
registered dentists in Hong Kong, designated dental 
clinics under the Comprehensive Social Security 
Assistance Scheme and NGOs participating in the 
Pilot Project on Outreach Primary Dental Care Services 
for the Elderly in Residential Care Homes and Day 
Care Centres to invite their indication of intention 
to participate in the Programme. We are delighted 
to receive encouraging responses from nearly 280 
dentists and 60 NGO dental clinics, covering all the 
18 districts.

In the middle of August, registration documents have 
been sent to all registered dentists in Hong Kong, 
designated dental clinics under the Comprehensive 
Social Security Assistance Scheme and NGOs 
participating in the Pilot Project on Outreach Primary 
Dental Care Services for the Elderly in Residential 
Care Homes and Day Care Centres. Before printing 
of this newsletter, 222 dentists and 37 dental clinics 
which are under the Comprehensive Social Security 
Assistance Scheme or under NGOs participating in 
the Pilot Project on Outreach Primary Dental Care 
Services for the Elderly in Residential Care Homes 
and Day Care Centres have already registered as 
Community Care Dentist/Dental Clinic. Successful 
registrant should have already received confirmation 

At the briefing session on 28 June

letter from the Office for the CCF Programme. Your 
generous support has provided a good foundation to 
the success of the Programme.

On 17 September, a briefing session for registered 
Community Care Dentist/Dental Clinic was held at 
the Lecture Theatre of Hospital Authority. Dr. Sigmund 
Leung, JP has clearly and concisely explained the 
duties and workflow for dentists in the Programme. 
Dr. Frankie So has given tips on the special needs 
of elders. The session was attended by nearly 144 
dentists and representatives of the dental clinics.

At the briefing session on 17 Sept.
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Note 1 Apart from the charge(s) specified in this table, dentists/dental clinics participating in the Programme shall not charge elders 
subsidized by the Programme any other fee. The ceiling of the charges specified will be adjusted in accordance with the 
adjustments of the dental grant under the CSSA Scheme.

Note 2	 Payment for dentures apply regardless of the number of teeth being replaced by the denture.

Note 3	 The ceiling of these charges in total shall be capped at $1,005, regardless of the number of teeth treated and whether other 
related dental services (e.g. pain relief, anaesthesia, X-ray examination, etc.) are involved. The ceiling of individual treatment 
items shall also be capped at the level so specified.

Note 4	 These dental services shall be completed during the first consultation.

Payment schedule for dental services provided:

Service item Payment ceiling Note 1

•	 registration & check-up (including cases in which the elder is not suitable 
for/declines to have his/her teeth replaced with denture(s) after the 
check-up, and is not in need of other dental services (e.g. scaling and 
polishing, tooth extraction and fillings)

$55

•	 dentures for both arches for an elder who is in need of and suitable for 
such service as confirmed after the check-up $7,730 Note 2

•	 denture for either upper arch or lower arch for an elder who is in need of 
and suitable for such service as confirmed after the check-up $3,870 Note 2

•	 other dental service(s) necessary before denture can be provided e.g. 
scaling and polishing, tooth extractions and fillings provided by the 
dentist based on his/her assessment of the oral conditions of the elder (in 
addition to denture(s))

Scaling and polishing
($360)
Fillings
($310)

Tooth extractions
($335) Note 3

•	 other dental service(s) provided during the first consultationNote 4 e.g. 
scaling and polishing, tooth extractions and fillings provided by the dentist 
based on his/her assessment of the oral conditions of the elder (in cases 
where the elder is not suitable for/declines to have his/her teeth replaced 
with denture(s) after the check-up)

Scaling and polishing
($360)
Fillings
($310)

Tooth extractions
($335) Note 3

The Programme will be launched by the end of 
September 2012 and, subject to progress and review, 
is expected to run for two years. For those colleagues 
who would like to register now, you may contact the 
Office for the CCF Programme at 2525 8198.

Dr. Sigmund Leung, JP, presenting souvenir to Dr. Frankie SoDr. Sigmund Leung, JP, presenting souvenir to Mr. Richard Yuen Ming-
Fai, JP, Permanent Secretary for Food and Health (Health)

At the Q&A session of the briefing session on 17 Sept.


